THE YEAR OF THE SPIRIT

Guide for Prayer & Bible Study

1 Thessalonians 5:17 – “Keep on praying” (from the New Living Bible)

                                      “Pray all the time” (from the Message)

Opening Prayer Options

· Evening prayer (pg. 115 BCP) 

· Evening devotions (pg. 139 BCP)

· Prayer #11 for the Church (pg. 817 BCP)

· Prayers #57-58 for Guidance (pg.832 BCP)

Gospel Reading

· Gospel lesson for coming Sunday can be found listed in the Sunday Bulletin or at: http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu  
· Use two different versions of the Bible if you can.
Bible Study Options

· Option #1 -- Read one version of the Gospel lesson and reflect on it, listening for a word that pops out to you.  Share word with group.  Read second version and reflect on it, listening for a phrase that means something to you personally.  Share with group.  

· Option #2 -- Read two versions of the Gospel, answer the following questions and share with the group:

1. What does the passage say?

2. What does this passage mean?

3. How does this apply to me?

· Option #3 -- Read and reflect on one or both versions and have open discussion with comments and observations.

Ending Prayer Session Options
· Conclude with a prayer, for example:  The Lord’s Prayer, a Collect from the BCP, The Apostles’ Creed or Thomas Merton’s prayer (see attached).
· Conclude with open group prayer.  Anyone who would like to offer a prayer does so.
· Conclude with the service of Compline (pg. 127 BCP) 

