Lay Eucharistic Visitors (LEVs)

There are many people who for various reasons cannot get to a church service (health, mobility, lack of transportation).  Yet they are full parishioners, just like those who can get make it to church.  To date we commissioned over twenty Lay Eucharistic Visitors to take communion to those who are homebound.  Some of these have been LEVs for many years; others newly trained.  Following is our Scriptural understanding about this ministry:

 In Ephesians 2: 13-22, St Paul says “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.”  Those who feel isolated are made one with us through the communion of Christ’s body.  St Paul goes on to say, “In his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall.”  I love this image.  Imagine people who are feeling a little isolated, sitting around the edges of a group.  If their backs are up against a wall and Christ breaks down the wall between two rooms, now where are they sitting?  They are smack in the middle of the room!  No longer isolated; no longer on the edges; but a central part of the group.  That’s what we do when we bring the Holy Eucharist to those who are homebound.  They are no longer strangers, but full participating members of the household of God with Jesus Christ as the cornerstone.  

Thank you to Fr Tim whose vision led us to where we are today.  He developed, recruited and implemented this new expanded program. Thank you to Deacon Emily, our new LEV Coordinator who conducts the training and is responsible for the daily details. If you are interested in finding out more about this important ministry (either being a LEV, or arranging for an LEV to visit you), please talk with one of the clergy.    

Blessings, Mother Joan+



